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Welcome to e-FILTER, sponsored by INDA, Association of the Nonwoven 
Fabrics  Industry ( www.inda.org ). It is sent monthly to executives within the 
global filtration business and focuses on the latest news, new products, 
patents, legislative issues and commentary in the filtration industry. Check out 
the information at the end of this newsletter on how to subscribe or submit 
your company's information for inclusion.  
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FINALISTS NAMED FOR IDEA04 ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
The 15 finalists in five separate categories have been chosen and the first-ever 
Internet voting is set to begin this week to select the recipients of the 
prestigious IDEA04 Achievement Awards. The winners will be announced 
during the IDEA04 International Engineered Fabrics Conference and Exposition 
in Miami Beach, Fla., April 27-29.  
 
Throughout the month of March, industry professionals from around the world 
will be able to vote online at both www.nonwovens-industry.com and 
www.inda.org for their selection in each of five Achievement Awards categories. 
Deadline for voting is April 1.  
 
Designed to recognize new product introductions in nonwovens and engineered 
fabrics since IDEA01 in 2001, the IDEA04 Achievement Awards are co-
sponsored by Nonwovens Industry magazine and INDA, Association of the 
Nonwoven Fabrics Industry. INDA is the organizer of the triennial IDEA04.  
 
The IDEA04 Achievement Awards will be presented in five categories – Raw 
Materials/Fibers, Roll Goods, Machinery/Equipment, End-Use: Short-Life, End-
Use: Long-Life. Nominations were accepted in these five categories throughout 
late 2003 and last month a selection committee chose three finalists in each 
category.  
 
The three finalists in the five categories are:  
 
Raw Materials:  
 

FiberVisions: Fine Fibers  
H.B. Fuller: HydroLock  
Xtreme Fibers: Short cut Hyflon MFA  

 
Roll Goods:  
 

Ahlstrom: Cytosep PS 2  
DelStar: DelPore Filter Media  
Dupont: Suprel  

 
Machinery/Equipment:  
 

Amotek: Amotek FB Flow Bagger  
Fleissner: Aqua-Jet with Oscillating Jets  
Sonobond Ultrasonics: RingMaster  

 
End-Use: Short-Life:  
 

Kimberly-Clark: Huggies Convertibles Diaper-Pants  
Procter & Gamble/Unicharm: Swiffer Dusters  
Unilever: Dove Essential Nutrients Cleansing Pillows  



 
End-Use: Long-Life: 
 

3M: Filtrete Ultra Home Furnace Filter  
BBA Fiberweb: Typar House Wrap  
Cuno: DuoFlo Filter Element  

 
In addition to these five categories, two other IDEA04 Achievement Awards will 
be presented.  
 
¾ The IDEA04 Entrepreneur Achievement Award, for the company founded 

since IDEA01 that has made a significant impact on the engineered 
fabrics industry.  

 
¾ The IDEA04 Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to former 

INDA president and long-time industry executive Ted Wirtz, who retired 
late last year.  

 
For more information on the IDEA04 Achievement Awards, go to 
www.nonwovens-industry.com or www.inda.org. Contact project coordinator 
Michael Jacobsen at 201-612-6601; mjacobsen@inda.org with any questions.  
 
To register for IDEA04 visit: www.inda.org or www.idea04.com.  
 

*************************************************************************** 
 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

CLARCOR TO MOVE HQ TO TENNESSEE 
Clarcor, a $54 million manufacturer and marketer of filtration products, is set 
to move its global headquarters from Rockford, Ill., to Franklin, Tenn. Clarcor 
president and CEO Norman Johnson said the company chose Franklin over 
locations in eight or nine other cities, citing Middle Tennessee's educated work 
force, international airport, desirable housing, excellent schools and vibrant 
community among reasons for choosing this area.  
 
He said roughly 25 employees will relocate from Illinois, and he expects to hire 
another 25 employees ranging from executive positions to attorneys, data 
processing and clerical help. Clarcor has leased 25,000 square feet in an office 
park called Seven Corporate Center, which is the building's top floor.  
 

SSWM REVENUES DECLINE IN FIRST QUARTER 
Sub-Surface Waste Management recently reports that revenues in the first 
quarter of 2004 declined from the same period in the prior year as the company 
shifted its emphasis from bonded work to non-bonded contracts still in bidding 
stages.  
 
The company had revenues of $90,092 during the three months ended 
December 31, 2003, as compared to $142,698 of revenues for the same period 
in 2002. Revenues for the three months ended December 31, 2003 consisted 



primarily of bio-remediation of hydro-carbons in contaminated soil for the state 
of South Carolina. Gross profit for the quarter ended December 31, 2003 was 
$2,540 or 2.8% of sales compared to $37,721 or 26.4% of sales for the 
corresponding period in fiscal 2002. The decrease in sales was due primarily to 
lower revenues from the State of South Carolina, as contracts there are nearing  
completion as most of the work necessary to complete the jobs has been 
previously billed.  
 

MCDONALD RETIRING AS CUMMINS VP 
Cummins Inc. announced recently that Frank McDonald, Vice President and 
General Manager - Heavy Duty Engine Business, will retire from the Company 
in April. During his 17 years with Cummins, McDonald has been instrumental 
in helping grow key parts of the company's Power Generation and Engine 
Business. McDonald joined Cummins in 1987 as VP&GM of Worldwide 
Operations at the company's Onan division, following an 18-year stint at 
General Electric Co. 
 

PURE BIOSCIENCE IS DELISTED FROM NASDAQ 
PURE Bioscience stock was delisted from the Nasdaq SmallCap Market effective 
with the open of business on Tuesday, February 24 because the company did 
not comply with the minimum bid price requirement for continued listing. The 
Nasdaq Listings Qualifications Panel denied the company's request to extend 
the conditional listing. The company's stock now trades on the OTC Bulletin 
Board under the symbol "PURE."  
 
The company was seeking approval from shareholders to implement a reverse 
stock split to regain compliance with the bid price requirement and has filed a 
preliminary proxy with the Securities and Exchange Commission.  
 

H20 INNOVATION RECEIVES $4.6 MILLION FINANCING 
H2O Innovation (2000) Inc. has received a private placement and a convertible 
debenture for an amount of $4.6M aimed at the working capital of the 
company. The current backlog and the incoming increase of sales expected have 
prompted the Society to secure its working capital.  
 
Also at the company, as announced previously, H2O Innovation is in the final 
process for obtaining the certification of its nanofiltration technology. This 
certification, issued by the Committee of new drinking water technologies of the 
ministère des Affaires municipales, du Sport et du Loisir et du ministère de 
l'Environnement du Québec (MENV), stands among the highest standards in 
Canada. The Company has been informed by the MENV that this certification 
will be released publicly shortly and posted on the MENV's web site, for the 
needs of prospective customers and consulting engineering firms.  
 

PALL BEATS MARCH DEADLINE WITH FDA BLOOD TESTING APPROVAL 
With a looming March 1 deadline for U.S. blood centers to begin testing all 
platelet components for the presence of bacteria, Pall reported receiving FDA 
510(k) clearance of its enhanced Bacteria Detection System (eBDS) for carrying 
out this testing more effectively and more quickly. Improvements of the new 
eBDS - the original BDS was introduced in 2002 - include greater sensitivity for 



detecting bacteria in blood platelets by enabling blood centers "to accurately 
detect the lowest levels of bacterial contamination without false positive results 
so that viable platelets are Not discarded and wasted," Pall said in a statement.  
 

ACCURATE PRODUCTS DIVESTING MELTBLOWN TECHNOLOGY 
Accurate Products is reportedly selling six patents for meltblown equipment, 
including the Quick Change Preset Meltblown die patent, rotary vacuum 
collector and special die tip clamping feature. "This is quite a unique situation 
for an equipment builder or other company to have the opportunity to acquire 
Accurate's patents, designs, drawings and know how to immediately offer 
complete meltblown lines worldwide using respected Accurate Products 
technology," said Fritz Buehning, international sales manager, in an article in 
Nonwovens Industry magazine. Accurate is also selling machine tools used to 
make meltblown equipment as well as its 64- and 40-inch meltblown 
production lines located in Hillside, NJ. These machines can produce a full 
range of meltblown products from polypropylene face masks and roll goods to 
nylon and PBT filtration media.  
 

NEW PRODUCT: PALL HYDRAULIC FILTER 
Pall Corporation is introducing its Ultipleat SRT (Stress Resistant Technology) 
filters that combine a compact, innovative element design with new high-
performance filtration media that improves fluid cleanliness to increase the 
reliability and longevity of hydraulic systems. Ultipleat SRT filters are promoted 
as “the only hydraulic filters that incorporate a revolutionary curved pleat 
technology with stress-resistant and anti-static media for consistent cleanliness 
control.” 
 
"Ultipleat SRT filters increase the reliability of mobile and industrial equipment 
by reducing costly downtime because hydraulic system components last longer 
and fewer repairs are needed," says Reed Sarver, Senior VP at Pall. "They 
provide hydraulic equipment manufacturers and operators consistent 
contamination control in a more cost-effective filtration system."  
 

GE OPENS FIRST WATER TREATMENT FACTORY IN CHINA 
GE's first China-based water treatment factory went on-stream last month in 
Wuxi City, in eastern China's Jiangsu Province. GE Betz Water & Process 
Chemicals (Wuxi) Co., Ltd., a solely- funded company with an investment of 
$10.5 million, will supply specialty chemicals for water treatment for both 
China and other Asian countries.  
 
The newly established company, covering an area of 30,000 sq. m, has an 
annual output of 30,000 tons of reagent used for water and wastewater 
treatment, including water purification and fluid filtration. To date, GE has 
opened water-treatment-related businesses in 20 of China's provinces and 
municipalities.  
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FILTER PATENT REVIEW 
 
Crankcase blow-by filtration system  
U.S. Patent Number 6691687  
Issue Date 2004 02 17  
Assignee Caterpillar Inc  
Inventors: Liang, Cho Y.; McCoy, Steven R.  
Abstract A method and apparatus for the treatment of blow-by gas from a 
crankcase of an internal combustion engine. A particle and droplet filter 
removes at least some of any particles or droplets in the gaseous stream. The 
filtered gaseous stream is passed through a primary heat exchanger, and a 
catalyzed soot filter downstream of the primary heat exchanger. A secondary 
heat exchanger may be used to heat the gaseous stream with exhaust gas from 
the internal combustion engine. Blow-by gases are cleaned for subsequent 
discharge to the ambient environment, or for reintroduction to the fuel system 
of the engine.  
 
Water reservoir filtration system and method  
U.S. Patent Number 6692645  
Issue Date 2004 02 17  
Assignee Gargas, Joseph; Murphy, Robert  
Inventor: Gargas, Joseph  
Abstract A water reservoir treatment system for a swimming pool, water tank, 
spa, or fountain water, which is simple to operate, low in maintenance, and 
highly reliable. The system preferably comprises, in sequence, a water 
circulation system, a vortex separator for initial separation of particulates, and 
an absorption or adsorption filter which may be a conventional pool filter using 
sand, diatomaceous earth, or paper cartridge as filtering medium.  
 
Dual density filter cartridge  
U.S. Patent Number 6692637  
Issue Date 2004 02 17  
Assignee Tetra Holding (US), Inc.  
Inventors: Fox, John Edward; Parker, Rodney Allen  
Abstract The invention relates to aquarium filters providing improved water 
filtration without accelerated clogging. The present invention also relates to 
methods of using such filters.  
 
Process and device for the treatment of water, particularly for ships 
Pub. Number WO 2004014804  
Applicant ARKAL FILTRATION SYSTEMS C.S. LTD.  
Inventors: KOLODNI, Uri; KREISEL, Itay  
Abstract A process for the treatment of water comprises: a) Adding to the water 
an oxidizing agent in a stunning concentration, wherein the detention time of 
said agent between adding it to water and the subsequent steps of filtration 
and/or irradiation and/or ultrasound is up to about 90 seconds; b) filtering the 
oxidized water by a filtration system having a filtering size larger than the 



average size of suspended and colloidal organic matter in the water; and c) 
exposing the oxidized and filtered water to irradiation.  
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THAT'S ALL, FOR THIS MONTH ... 
 
To subscribe to the INDA E-FILTER newsletter and have e-mail notifications 
announcing new additions, please click "Ordering Form" below.  
 
Any company with news for the INDA e-FILTER Newsletter, or any individual 
with something they want to say to the industry, should send an email to 
Michael Jacobsen, INDA Director of Publications, at mjacobsen@inda.org or 
mail to 22 Paterson Avenue, Midland Park, NJ 07432; 201-612-6601; Fax 201-
612-6677.  
 


