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Welcome to the INDA Small Business e-Report. This monthly e-publication provides 
INDA members with insight and advice on operating a successful small business in 
today’s nonwovens industry. 
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FIVE FINALISTS NAMED FOR 2006 VISIONARY AWARD 
Once again companies of all sizes and shapes are represented in the recently announced 
list of five finalists – ranging from a disaster relief blanket to a host of personal and 
household care items from the industry’s leading manufacturers – for the prestigious 
2006 Visionary Award. 
 
Now in its fifth year, the Award – which is given annually to a recently introduced 
consumer product that utilizes a nonwoven fabric in its final form – will be presented at 
the VISION 2006 Consumer Products Conference, scheduled for January 15-18, 2006 in 



Denver, Colo. The finalists will make presentations during VISION 2006 and then 
Conference attendees will vote on the recipient of the 2006 Visionary Award. 
 
“The Visionary Awards recognize achievement by manufacturers and their suppliers in 
incorporating nonwovens technology into consumer products,” explains Visionary 
Award Chair Michael Jacobsen, of INDA. “We had close to two dozen nominations this 
year and the Selection Committee spent a considerable amount of time analyzing the 
products before naming these five products as finalists for this prestigious Award.” 
 
The five finalists are: 
 

1. Cotton Enhanced Baby Wipes, PGI Nonwovens. The companyʹs Apex technology 
enhances the performance of cotton, imparting a three-dimensional image onto 
the nonwoven, creating a thick, soft wipe. The engineered composite nonwoven 
structure forms a cloth-like premium wipe that is strong, tear and puncture 
resistant. 

 
2. Disposable Mitt with Body Wash, Kimberly-Clark. The new Disposable Mitt with 

Body Wash helps toddlers learn how to bathe themselves and allows parents to 
be able to finish the job. The textured Coform basesheet is formed into a mitt that 
allows for both baby and mom to use. It is also a technology first for printing 
multiple colors on highly textured Coform. 

 
3. Stayfree Advanced Protection, Johnson & Johnson. Stayfree Advanced Protection 

is designed for use both for menstrual and bladder protection. 
 

4. Disaster Relief Blanket, Chicopee. The blanket incorporates Apex technology and 
spunbond fabric and one version is offered with a metallized SB back, which also 
allows for the attachment of disposable heat pads for Extreme Climates. It is a 
two-sided (63% by weight polyester face/37% by weight polypropylene back) 
blanket designed for indoor or outdoor use.  

 
5. Mr. Clean MagicReach, Procter & Gamble. Launched in February, Mr. Clean 

MagicReach consists of an implement to be used with two types of disposable 
nonwoven pads.  One pad is pre-moistened for mopping the floor and cleaning 
countertops, and the other pad is water-activated for cleaning soap scum from 
your tub/shower.  

 
Last January at VISION 2005 in New Orleans, BBA Fiberweb was presented with the 
Visionary Award for its Resolution Print Media product. As has become a tradition at 
the Vision Conferences, BBA will make a presentation at VISION 2006 to provide an 
update on the Resolution Print Media. 
  



Other previous winners include Brillo Scrub ‘n’ Toss (2004), FMJ ChemBio for its 
Civilian Quick Escape Mask (2003) and Procter & Gambleʹs Swiffer cleaning system in 
2002. 
 
For more information on VISION 2006: www.inda.org   
 

SBA RELAXES RULES ON BUSINESS DISASTER LOANS 
In news that can be very important for the many nonwovens companies and their 
customers located in the hurricane-ravaged sections of the country, last week the U.S. 
Small Business Administration relaxed some of its disaster loan filing requirements to 
expedite the processing of these loans. 
 
For instance, the agency will now waive the usual requirement of the submission of tax 
returns from the last three years. Business owners will also now be able to file a disaster 
loan application without providing a monthly sales’ analysis for the last three years. To 
fill in the gaps for the missing information, the SBA will, in the case of the missing tax 
documents, access income tax transcripts from the IRS to verify the applicant’s income. 
 
Help with the disaster loan application is also available at the Small Business 
Development Centers. Addresses for the DRCs and the SBDCs can be found at the Web 
site (www.sba.gov). 
 
In addition, the title or record search previously required before all loan disbursements 
above $25,000 will now only be required for loans exceeding $50,000. 
 
“Relaxing some of the loan processing criteria will ease the approval process, allowing 
business owners to rebuild more quickly and lay the foundation for the revival of the 
region’s economy,” said SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto. In response to the 
devastation caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the SBA has hired more than 2,300 
loan officers, damage inspectors, loan closers and customer service staffers. 
 

FILTRATION 2005 EXHIBITORS GET FREE PUBLICITY IN DAILY FILTER 
If you are exhibiting at the upcoming Filtration 2005 International Conference and 
Exposition, November 15-17 at the Navy Pier in Chicago, but as a smaller company have 
a limited marketing budget, take advantage of the DAILY FILTER show daily 
newspaper. It will be published during the two days of the Exposition and all exhibitors 
are entitled to free publicity.  
 
Early editorial submissions will also be featured in the November issue of the e-Filter 
newsletter, which is sent to thousands of industry professionals around the world.  
 
 
 

http://www.inda.org/
http://www.sba.gov/


All publicity and editorial materials should be sent by November 1 directly to editor 
Michael Jacobsen at mjacobsen@inda.org. 
 
For advertising opportunities, contact Misty Ayers at mayers@inda.org. 
 

ALL INDA MEMBERS INVITED TO ANNUAL MEETING 2006 
One of the benefits of INDA membership for smaller companies is the ability to attend 
the Annual Meeting to have input on how the association operates, along with the 
chance to network with most of the top executives in the nonwovens industry. The 2006 
Annual Meeting is scheduled for March 5–7 at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, Fla. 
 
Featured at Annual Meeting 2006 will be popular speaker Peter Ricchiuti. Ricchiuti is the 
finance professor you wish you had in college. Described as one-half Robin Williams, 
one-half Alan Greenspan, Peter’s presentation is sure to be entertaining as well as 
informative. In discussing globalization, Professor Ricchiuti will draw on experiences 
from the “Burkenroad Reports,” an investment research program he founded in 1993. 
Here he leads a team of more than 160 Tulane University business students in search of 
the investment ʺskinnyʺ on undervalued and overlooked stocks in six southern states. 
 

DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOUR COMPANY HERE? 
America’s small businesses continue to drive the U.S. economy, but you didn’t need us 
or any U.S. government report to tell you that. But the fact is that the government’s 
Office of Advocacy does compile the most recent and important small business statistics 
that paint a compelling picture of just how important small business is to America.  
 
Here’s what your company is a part of: 
 
� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

Small businesses represent 99.7% of all employer firms. 
 

Small businesses generate more than 50% of the non-farm private gross domestic 
product (GDP). 

 
Two-thirds of new employer establishments survive at least two years after start-
up, and 44% survive at least four years. 

 
Small businesses employ half of all private sector employees. 

 
Very small firms with fewer than 20 employees spend 45% more per employee 
than the largest firms to comply with federal regulations. 

 
Minorities own 4.1 million firms that generate $694.1 billion in revenues and 
employ 4.8 million workers. 
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� 

� 

Women own 6.5 million businesses that generate $950.6 billion in revenues, and 
employ 7.2 million workers. 

 
In 2004, an estimated 580,900 employer firms opened while an estimated 576,200 
closed. 

 
INDA MEETINGS CALENDAR 

 
2005 
Nonwovens Training Course: November 1-3, INDA Headquarters, Cary, NC 
Filtration 2005: November 15-17, Navy Pier, Chicago, IL 
  
2006 
VISION 2006, January 15-18, Grand Hyatt Denver Downtown, Denver, CO 
INDA Annual Meeting: March 5-7, Coral Gables, FL 
Nonwovens Training Course: March 14-16, INDA Headquarters, Cary, NC 
Nonwovens Training Course: May 16-18, INDA Headquarters, Cary, NC 
Nonwovens Training Course: August 22-24, INDA Headquarters, Cary, NC 
INTC 2006: September 25-28, Hilton Americas – Houston, Houston, TX 
Nonwovens Training Course: October 3-5, INDA Headquarters, Cary, NC 
Filtration 2006: November 28-30, Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA 
  
2007 
IDEA 2007: April 24-26, Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami, FL 
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THAT’S ALL, FOLKS 
We would love to hear from you. Just email us at mjacobsen@inda.org to let us know 
how you are getting along. 
 
Michael Jacobsen 
Editor 
INDA Small Business e-Report 
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