


WILL DOGGIE DIAPERS BEAT OUT KIMBERLY-CLARK FOR 2008 VISIONARY

AWARD?

It will be a battle of the little guys versus the biggest companies in the nonwovens and
personal care industries for the prestigious 2008 Visionary Award. Now in its seventh
year, the Award - which is given annually to a new consumer product that utilizes
nonwoven fabrics in its final form - will be presented at the VISION 2008 Consumer
Products Conference, February 11-14, 2008, in Fort Worth, Texas.

For more information on VISION 2008: www.inda.org

The six nominated finalists — ranging from a small maker and marketer of disposable

doggie diapers to Kimberly-Clark’s newest consumer product — will make presentations
during VISION 2008 and conference attendees will vote on the recipient of the 2008
Visionary Award. The six finalists are:

1.

Curity Brand Nursing Pad, Covidien

Covidien (formerly Tyco Healthcare Retail Group) redesigned its nursing pad
into a three-dimensional lemon shape that provides a more discreet fit. It has a
thinner fluff pulp/SAP core for improved dryness and comfort as well as a tissue
layer on the top and bottom to better contain the core. It also utilizes a softer
nonwoven for against-the-body comfort and a pastel pink poly laminate for
discretion and to help minimize see through.

Do-Rite Disposable Dog Diapers, Do-Rites

Do-Rites are nonwoven disposable diaper/garments that are fashionable and also
provide the protection of a disposable diaper, without looking like one. The
design contains adjustable nonwoven straps that “keep the diaper on the dog
and the dog in the diaper.” Also, the nonwoven tail panel has been engineered to
prevent the escape of solid and liquid waste.

PowerTex Glass Cleaner, Ecolab

With applications in both consumer and institutional products, this system offers
an environmentally responsible spray bottle cleaning system that uses a
chemically impregnated nonwoven “sleeve,” a trigger sprayer with a specially
designed dip tube system and a bottle. The user fills the bottle with water, inserts
the sprayer with the sleeve attached and shakes to create a new bottle of glass
cleaner. The bottle and sprayer system may be reused many times.

SpaSensials, Kimberly-Clark

Targeted at women 40-plus, SpaSensials are an at-home spa-like treatment
consisting of intensive moisturizing and conditioning socks and gloves.
Advanced technology helps the intensive conditioning formula in SpaSensials
products to quickly and effectively absorb into the skin. The nonwoven material
keeps moisturizers on the inside, next to the skin.



5. OMop Dry Sweeper Cloths, Method Products
The OMop Dry Sweeper Cloths are disposable dry sweeper cloths made from
100% PLA (Poly-Lactic Acid), a plastic derived from corn, and are designed to be
used on a custom sweeping tool. Since the base sheet is 100% corn-derived it is
annually renewable and compostable, the first of its kind.

6. Consumer Shopping Bags, Reliance Industries (India)
Taking advantage of an eco-friendly trend in many parts of the world, these
reusable shopping bags are made of reverse printed and laminated BOPP film on
a polypropylene nonwoven and are designed to replace conventional paper bags
and cotton cloth bags in the grocery and retail market.

Last January at VISION 2007 in Denver, Tyco Healthcare Retail Group was presented
with the 2007 Visionary Award for its Swim Pants. As has become a tradition at the
VISION Conferences, Tyco, now known as Covidien, will make a presentation at
VISION 2008 to provide an update on the winning product.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVICE

IT’S THE HOLIDAYS, LEAVE YOUR EMAIL ALONE
With the holidays approaching and time more reserved for family and friends, many
small business people can’t leave the office behind even if they are taking a few days off.
In fact, a recent study shows 40% of people check their work e-mail at least once a day
while on vacation. Others claim BlackBerry addiction.

It seems a large proportion of people are unable to switch off from work when they're on
holiday and should be relaxing. A recent poll asked how often people check their work
email when taking time away from the office. A shocking 40% of respondents said they
check work email at least once per day while on holiday, and a further 14% said they log
on once per week.

A small proportion of respondents (5%) even admitted to checking their work email
every hour while holidaying. However, not everyone finds it so hard to switch off: 41%
of poll respondents prefer to leave work firmly in the office and said they do not check
their email at all when away. According to research from www.silicon.com, holidays
often take second place to the day job for a lot of IT managers, with many failing to take
their full annual holiday allowance due to the demands of the job.

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE! HOW SOME SMALL BUSINESSES ARE SAVING ON
ENERGY
The lights go out at night after the last wash at Jim Whitmore's five coin laundries — no
longer does he use a fully lit store as advertising. And at Todd Waldemar's Wing Zone
store, he's shutting down some of the fryers during off-peak times.



Small business owners are getting pinched by the soaring prices of oil, gasoline and
other fuels, eating into their profits as they gas up vehicles, heat and cool their premises
and run machinery. Often, according to a recent AP feature article by Charles Krupa,
they turn to common sense solutions to save energy and money. For example, no longer
flooding a store with light at nighttime.

"We used to use it as a way to advertise our stores — people drive by at night and
would see clean stores," said Whitmore, whose laundries are in the Boston area. He said
his energy costs have gone up 10-15% in the last year.

Small businesses have had to become creative and smarter to cut energy costs.
Companies that do a lot of deliveries as part of their business — florists, for example —
have been reducing the number of delivery runs they make each day. They're also using
mapping software to find the shortest routes, and making sure vans and trucks are filled
as much as possible to capacity.

Many that consume a lot of energy buy contracts ahead of time to get oil or natural gas
at a set price. And many business owners invest in more energy-efficient machinery or
switch their heating systems to wood or other alternative fuels from oil or natural gas.

At Ranch Rudolf, a resort in Traverse City, Michigan, owner Sid Hamill has replaced
most of his heating system with a wood-burning furnace. He estimates it's saving him
between $10,000 and $12,000 a year in fuel costs. Since his business is located on 195
acres of land, he cuts most of the wood he burns from his own trees.

Any interesting ideas for nonwovens companies out there? Email mjacobsen@inda.org
to share some thoughts as your energy prices rise this winter.

BETTER PLAN YOUR DECEMBER SHIPPING NOW
Finally, for smaller companies that rely on delivery services to ship products around the
world, pay attention to this recent news: United Parcel Service expects to handle 22
million packages on its peak day ahead of the holidays this year, an increase of 5 percent
from its forecast of 21 million in 2006. UPS” peak day is on December 19 this year. UPS
ships an average of 15 million packages a day.

In the meantime, main rival Memphis-based FedEx Corp has said it expects package
volumes to reach 11.3 million on its peak day of December 17. Last year the company
predicted a peak 9.8 million packages. A company spokesman said this year’s forecast
includes a low-cost service that did not figure in last year’s prediction. A comparable
forecast for this year would be 10.4 million, a gain of 6.1 percent.

So, what is Brown going to do for your product shipment next month?



INDA MEETINGS SCHEDULE
2007

Elementary Nonwovens Training Course
INDA Headquarters, Cary, North Carolina
November 28-29

2008

VISION 2008 Consumer Products Conference
February 11-14
Renaissance Worthington Hotel, Fort Worth, Texas

Annual Meeting 2008 (For INDA Members Only)
February 24-26
Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress, Orlando, Florida

INTC 2008, International Nonwovens Technical Conference
September 8-11
Hilton Americas, Houston, Texas

Filtration 2008
December 9-11
Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA

2009

INTC 2009 International Nonwovens Technical Conference
September 21-24
Grand Hyatt Denver Downtown, Denver, Colorado

e 3 e 3 34 34 0k o o e e 3 34 0k o o e e 30 3 3 0 o o e 3 3 3 0 o 3 e 3 30 3 0 o o e e 30 30 00 o o e e 3 30 3 0 ok A e e S R KK

THAT'S ALL, FOLKS
We would love to hear from you. Just email us at mjacobsen@inda.org to let us know
how you are getting along.

Michael Jacobsen
Editor
INDA Small Business e-Report



